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P1-1: As indicated on page 1-7, roadless area inventories and 
wilderness suitability determinations are beyond the scope 
of the RMP.  BLM’s recommendations on Wilderness 
Study Areas were forwarded to the President in 1991.  
Those recommendations were later forwarded to Con-
gress, and continue to await Congressional action.  We 
have been directed by BLM Instruction Memorandum 
No. 2003-275 that “the BLM’s authority to conduct wil-
derness reviews, including the establishment of new 
WSAs, expired no later than October 21, 1993, with the 
submission of the wilderness suitability recommendations 
to Congress pursuant to Section 603 of the FLPMA” and 
also, “that the BLM is without authority to establish new 
WSAs.”  The three BLM wilderness study areas within 
the planning area were recommended non-suitable for 
wilderness designation.  Elimination of allowed motor-
ized uses to manage these non-suitable WSAs as if they 
were wilderness is inconsistent with and contrary to the 
recommendations before Congress.  Consequently, alter-
natives to make “closed” vehicle designations were con-
sidered but not carried forward.  The document was 
modified to make this clear. 

 
The BLM does have the responsibility to manage WSAs 
in accordance with BLM Handbook H-8550-1, Interim 
Management Policy for Lands Under Wilderness Review 
(IMP) until such time as Congress acts to designate them 
as wilderness or release them from further consideration.  
The basic interim management standard is termed the 
“non-impairment” standard and says WSAs shall be man-
aged “in a manner so as not to impair the suitability of 
such areas for preservation as wilderness” (p. 2).  
“Management to the non-impairment standard does not 
mean that the lands will be managed as though they had 
already been designated as wilderness” (p. 5).  The IMP 
says with regard to motor vehicle use, “Mechanical trans-
port, including all motorized devices as well as trail and 
mountain bikes may only be allowed on existing ways” (p. 
16).  Also, “Some lands under wilderness review may 
contain minor facilities that were found in the wilderness 
inventory process to be substantially unnoticeable.  For 
example, these may include primitive vehicle routes 
(“ways”) and livestock developments.  There is nothing in 
this IMP that requires such facilities to be removed or 
discontinued.  On the contrary, they may be used and 
maintained as before, as long as this does not cause new 
impacts that would impair the area’s wilderness suitabil-
ity” (p. 12). 
 
You are correct that if uncontrolled, motor vehicle use 
will cause surface disturbances.  If unchecked, wilderness 
suitability could eventually be impaired.  Vehicle use in 
the Grandmother Mountain WSA is limited to the 
boundary roads and is limited to 2-wheeled vehicles on 
designated trails where trails are single-track.  The pro-
posed action is to continue this “limited” designation.  
ATV use of single-track trails is currently prohibited and 
this prohibition would continue.  The real issue is man-
agement and enforcement, which should be improved.  
To this end, the proposed action would establish the 
Widow Mountain Special Recreation Management Area 
and include all BLM lands in and around the Grand-
mother Mountain WSA (see Action RC-D1.1.1).  Cur-
rently this is an extensive management area and receives 
only custodial recreation management.   
 
(continued on the following page)  
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P1-1 (Cont.):  An additional action would expand  the Lund Creek Research Natural Area to include Pinchot Marsh (Map 55).  Also see Action 
RC-D1.8.1, specifying maintenance of the existing semi-primitive setting.  In addition, note Actions RC-D1.8.3 and TM-D1.1.9 stressing 
coordination of travel restrictions with the Forest Service.  This is important to solving current problems that exist because the Forest Ser-
vice travel restrictions in the area are less stringent and do not match the BLM’s. 

 
P1-2: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response to P1-1.  
 
P1-3: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see responses to P1-1 and O5-16.  
 
P2-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response to P1-1.  Your comments mentioned OHV damage specifically on Grandmother 

Mountain.  Please be aware that the western portion of the Grandmother Mountain Wilderness Study Area, which includes Grandmother 
and Grandfather Mountains, was transferred by Congress to the U.S. Forest Service by the Arkansas-Idaho Land Exchange Act of 1992.  
BLM no longer has management authority over this part of the WSA and our travel restrictions do not apply to the transferred western 
portion. 

 
P2-2: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response to P1-1. 
 
P2-3: Thank you for you suggestion.  Please see responses to O4-1 and O5-16. 
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P3-1: The planning issues were derived from analysis of the 
management situation and comments received during 
public scoping as described on page 1-3.  More detailed 
information on scoping and the planning issues is avail-
able on the RMP website at www.blm.gov/rmp/id/cda. 

P4-1: Thank you for your comment. 
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P4-2: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response to 
P1-1. 

P5-2: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response to 
P1-1. Your comment letter mentioned OHV damage 
specifically on Grandmother Mountain.  Please be aware 
that the western portion of the Grandmother  Mountain   
Wilderness Study Area, which includes Grandmother and 
Grandfather Mountains, was transferred by Congress to 
the U.S. Forest Service by the Arkansas-Idaho Land Ex-
change Act of 1992.  BLM no longer has management 
authority over this transferred western portion of the 
WSA and our travel restrictions do not apply to it.  

P5-1: Thank you for your comment.  
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P6 

1 
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P6-1: Thank you for your comment.  

P7-1: Thank you for your comment. 

P7-2: Thank you for your suggestion. Please see response 
P42-1. 

1 
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P9 

1 

P8-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response to 
P1-1. 

P9-1: Thank you for your comment.  
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1 

1 
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1 
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3 P10-3: Thank you for your comment.  

P10-2: This  is  a  WSA  (Crystal  Lake)  which  is  closed  to  
leasing and in most cases closed to sale, but locatable 
mineral activities can occur if they do not impair the wil-
derness suitability (H-8550-1, Interim Management Policy 
for Lands Under Wilderness Review).  

P10-1: Lands can be withdrawn form the mining laws at any  
time but they remain subject to valid existing rights. 

P11-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
to P1-1. 
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P12-1: Thank you for your comment.  

P13-1: Thank you for your comment. Please see response to 
P1-1. 
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P15 
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P14-1: Thank you for your comment.  

P15-1: Thank you for your comment.  



             Comments             Responses 

K-132                Proposed Coeur d’Alene Resource Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement 

Appendix K: Public Comments and Responses 

1 

P16 

P16 (Cont.) 
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3 
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P16-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  The proposed action 
would  establish a  “limited”  travel  designation  on  most  
BLM land (Action TM-D1.1.1).  To implement this RMP 
allocation, motor vehicle use would be restricted to cer-
tain designated routes.  Use of some routes would be 
further restricted by season of use or class of vehicle.  
Implementation decisions to establish a network of desig-
nated vehicle routes were also made in the RMP.   Please 
refer to Maps 37-40. In the Pine Creek area the Middle 
Fork Pine Creek route is open and managed for 4WD 
activities (See Recreation Management Action RC-
D1.5.7).  Additional roads in the area are also designated 
as travel routes.  The Palisades Mine route remains closed 
because the BLM continues to have safety concerns with 
it.  The Calusa Creek Road remains closed because the 
lower end is washed out and use in its current condition is 
a water quality/sedimentation concern.  In accordance 
with Recreation Management Action RC-D1.5.6 the BLM 
will work towards designing an interconnected recreation 
road and trail network in the area.  Adjustments to the 
designated transportation network can be made over time 
in accordance with Action TM-D1.1.8 as conditions 
change and easements are acquired. 

P16-4: Everyone is entitled to equal protection under the 
proposed RMP.  

P16-2: Thank you for your comment. 

P16-3: Thank you for your comment. 
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P17 

1 

P16-5: Thank you for your comment. 

P16-6: Thank you for your comment. 

P17-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 
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P18-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 

P18-2: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 

P18-3: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 



             Comments             Responses 

Proposed Coeur d’Alene Resource Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement      K-135 

Appendix K: Public Comments and Responses 

P20 
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P19 

1 
P19-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 

to P1-1.  

P20-1: Thank you for your comment. 
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P21 

1 

P22 

1 

P21-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see responses 
P1-1 and O5-16.  

P22-1: Thank you for your comment. 
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P23 

1 

1 

P24 

P23-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 

P24-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 
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P26 

P25 

1 

P25-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 

P26-1: Thank you for your comment. 

P26-2: Future management actions in this area could address 
both of these issues.  Forest treatments are proposed at 
various locations throughout the CDAFO during the next   
15-20  years.   Once the exact location of these treatments   
is determined, project-level environmental review will 
occur and will take into consideration the condition of 
each proposed treatment area in terms of habitat value,  
presence of old-growth stands, water quality, fuels and 
fire potential, and proximity to other sensitive resources.  

 
Under all alternatives forest vegetation treatments are 
allowed in the Wallace L. Forest Conservation Area.   
Much of this area was adversely impacted by the 1996 ice 
storm and bark beetle infestations that followed.  In areas 
where shade tolerant trees dominate, root rot disease is 
widespread.  This area would also be part of the Coeur 
d’Alene Lake Special Recreation Management Area 
(SRMA) and  would be designated as visual resource 
management (VRM) Class II under all alternatives.  Any 
treatment would have special restrictions in order to com-
ply with SRMA and VRM management direction.  

P26-3: Establishing a federal licensing and registration pro-
gram was suggested during development of the BLM 
2001  National    Management   Strategy   for   Motorized 
Off-Highway Vehicle Use on Public Lands.  Such a strat-
egy was rejected since it would “constitute a significant 
departure from existing federal policy which defers such 
regulatory matters to state and local agencies” (pg. 9).  

 
P26-4: Thank you for your comment. 

4 
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1 

P27 
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P28-1: Thank you for your comment. 

P27-1: Thank you for your comment. 
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1 
2 

P30 

1 
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P29-3: The BLM wildlife biologist assigned to the planning  
team has 32 years of experience in different field offices 
of which 15 years have been in northern Idaho.  The 
BLM fisheries biologist assigned to the planning team has 
12 years of experience.  The BLM botanist assigned to the 
planning team has 16 years of experience. 

P29-2: Thank you for your comment. 

P29-1: Alternative D has been created to provide access for 
as wide a variety of users as possible and as diverse a 
resource base as possible while protecting resources for 
future benefit. The DRMP includes measures to allow for 
commodity uses such as timber harvest and mining, di-
verse recreational opportunities such as OHV use and 
backcountry hiking, maintenance of fish and wildlife 
habitat, and protection of physical resources such as wa-
ter, soil, and vegetation that benefit all citizens. 

P30-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see responses 
to P1-1 and O5-16. 
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P31 

1 

2 
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P32 

1 

P31-1: Alternative A would provide extensive access for on- 
and off-road travel (65% of the FO would remain open 
to off-road travel). However, when considering how best 
to manage  all  other  resources, including many  that  are  
directly or indirectly affected by motorized travel, a bal-
ance was reached that will still allow for extensive motor-
ized travel and at the same time allow for maintenance of 
other types of resources.  

P31-2: Thank you for your comment. 

P31-3: The purpose and need for the RMP are described in 
Section 1.2.  Impacts of the alternatives on recreational 
opportunities are described in Chapter 4.  

P32-1: Thank you for your comment. 
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P33 

1 

P34 

1 
P34-1: Thank you for your comment. 

P33-1: Thank you for your comment. 
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P35 
 

P35 (Cont.) 

1 

P35-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 

 
Also, as shown on Map 37 (Draft), the Boulder Creek and 
Frost Peak Roads are designated routes without restric-
tions.  The Atlas Mine Road is shown with vehicle class 
restrictions.  There is no resource management reason for 
this, so the RMP is changed to show this as a designated 
route without restrictions (Map 37, Final).  Vehicle class 
restrictions remain proposed for the Coeur d’Alene/ St. 
Joe Divide Trail.  Restrictions are consistent with the 
current width and easement constraints on the route.       
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P36 

1 

2 

P37 

1 

P36-2: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P1-1.  

P37-1: Please see responses P1-1 and O5-16. 

P36-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
to P1-1. Your comment letter mentioned OHV damage 
specifically on Grandmother and Grandfather Mountains 
and Gold Center Trail  among other places.     Please be 
aware that the western portion of the Grandmother 
Mountain Wilderness Study Area, which includes Grand-
mother and Grandfather Mountains, was transferred by 
Congress to the U.S. Forest Service by the Arkansas-
Idaho Land Exchange Act of 1992.  BLM no longer has 
management authority over this western portion of the 
WSA and our travel restrictions do not apply to it.  Also, 
Gold Center Trail is a Forest Service Trail.  
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P38-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
to P1-1. 

 
The proposed action would expand the Lund Creek Re-
search Natural Area to include Pinchot Marsh (see Map 
55). 

P39-1: Thank you for your suggestion.   Please see response 
to P1-1.  

P39-2: Thank you for your suggestion.   Please see response  
to P16-1.   

P39-3: Thank you for your comment.   

P39-4: Alternative D is somewhat of a compromise between  
Alternatives B and C.  However, Alternative D also incor-
porates measures to mitigate potential impacts that BLM 
identified from preliminary analysis of Alternatives A, B, 
and C.  It also incorporates new information that became 
available after development of the other three alterna-
tives.  

P39-5: The  area  identified  as  available  for  adjustment  is   
simply an estimate of BLM-administered lands that do 
not meet the criteria for acquisition/retention.  The crite-
ria would be used to determine whether to retain, acquire, 
or adjust lands.  
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P40 

1 

P41 

1 
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P40-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
to P1-1. 

P41-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
to P1-1. 
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P42 

P42-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 

P43-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P1-1.  

P43 

1 

1 
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P44 

P45 

1 

P44-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 

P45-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
to P1-1. 
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P47 
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P46-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 

P16-1. 

P47-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 
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P48 

1 

P49 

1 

2 

P48-1: Thank you for your comment. 

P49-1: Thank you for your comment. 

P49-2: Thank you for your comment. 
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P50 

1 

P51 

1 
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P50-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 

P51-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P16-1. 

P51-2: When considering how best to manage all resources, 
including many that are directly or indirectly affected by 
motorized travel, a proposed balance was reached that 
will still allow for extensive motorized travel and at the 
same time allow for maintenance of other types of re-
sources.  
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P53 

P52 

1 P52-1: Thank you for your comment. 

P53-1: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 
P1-1. 

 
Your comment letter mentioned OHV damage specifi-
cally on Grandmother and Grandfather Mountains and 
Gold Center Trail among others.  Please be aware that the 
western portion of the Grandmother Mountain Wilder-
ness Study Area which includes Grandmother and 
Grandfather Mountains was transferred by Congress to 
the U.S. Forest Service by the Arkansas-Idaho Land Ex-
change Act of 1992.  BLM no longer has management 
authority over this western portion the WSA and our 
travel restrictions do not apply to it.  Gold Center Trail is 
a Forest Service Trail.  
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P53 (Cont.) 
P53-2: Thank you for your suggestion.  Please see response 

to P1-1.  
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